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This issue of the Journal features a review by Peter Elias,
‘‘Stratum Corneum Defensive Functions: An Integrated
View,’’ the first in an intended series of editorials by mem-
bers of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Centre de Rec-
herches d’Investigations Epidermiques et Sensorielles,
abbreviated CERIES. The CERIES has contracted with the
Journal office to sponsor publication of these peer-reviewed,
state-of-the-art reviews annually in order to further its mis-
sion of enhancing the scientific community’s interest in and
knowledge of normal skin and its environmental interactions.
The CERIES is an independent research foundation
established by Chanel in 1991 and funded over the ensuing
15 years to help provide a scientific foundation for the design
of skin care products and to promote public awareness of
the principles underlying maintenance of healthy, attractive
skin. The CERIES accomplishes its mission by performing
clinical research studies at its research facility near Paris,
by conducting collaborative research projects with a small
number of academic laboratories worldwide as well as with
the French government-sponsored SUVIMAX health survey
project, and by presenting an annual research award to
support a specific project in the laboratory of an outstand-
ing scientist. A list of past recipients and project titles for the
CERIES awards conveys the breadth of research that has
been supported in the fields of normal skin physiology/
biology and environmental interactions of healthy skin:
1996 Akira Takashima, MD, PhD, University of Texas,
Southwestern, Dallas, TX ‘‘Research into the molecular ba-
sis for Langerhans cell-specific transcription of the Dectin-1
gene.’’
1997 Jens-Michael Schro¨der, PhD, Christian-Albrechts
University, Kiel, Germany ‘‘Research into the regulation of
the production of antimicrobial peptides in the epidermis.’’
1998 Jean Krutmann, MD, Heinrich Heine University,
Du¨sseldorf, Germany ‘‘Research into the role of ceramides
in UV-A radiation-induced signal transduction in human skin
cells.’’
1999 Jonathan Rees, MD, University of Edinburgh,
Edinburgh, UK ‘‘Towards a quantitive genetic model of the
interaction of ultraviolet radiation and skin.’’
2000 Michael Karin, PhD, University of California, San
Diego, USA ‘‘Examination of the role of IKKgamma.NEMO
gene in regulating skin differentiation.’’
2001 Fiona M. Watt, PhD, Royal Imperial Cancer Center,
London, UK ‘‘Research on keratinocyte biology.’’
2002 Dennis R. Roop, PhD, Baylor College of Medicine,
Houston, USA ‘‘Research into the role of the p63 gene in
epidermal development.’’
2003 Angela M. Christiano, PhD, Columbia University,
NYC, New York, USA ‘‘Research into the molecular mech-
anisms of epidermal growth and differentiation.’’
2004 Thomas Schwarz, MD, Christian-Albrechts Uni-
versity of Kiel, Kiel, Germany ‘‘Research into the molecular
mechanisms of immunosuppression induced by ultraviolet
radiation.’’
The CERIES is gratified that its own research program
and the above independent research projects have con-
tributed to the knowledge base underlying recommenda-
tions for the care of normal skin. Interested readers are
referred to the CERIES website (www.ceries.com) and to Dr
Elias’ comprehensive review of the stratum corneum barrier
on page 183.
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